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The current conditions of life in Los Angeles

What are the conditions of one of the biggest cities in the richest country on earth?
● Los Angeles county has one-third of California’s COVID-19 cases and 40% of the state’s deaths.

(Source)
● The Public Policy Institute of California estimates that 20.8% of people in Los Angeles County live

in poverty. (Source)
● In 2019, more than a third (34.0%) of California state residents were living in poverty or near

poverty.

What does it cost to live there? (Source)
● Los Angeles has over 40,000 houseless people in its city, making it home to about a quarter of all

houseless people in the state of California. California itself is home to around a quarter of all the
houseless people in the United States.

● L.A. has a higher percentage of cost burdened households than any other major American city,
with almost half of all households spending more than one-third of their income on rent. The
city also has the highest rate of overcrowding nationally, with the second fewest available homes
per adult.

● The median cost of a home is $860,000 and a two bedroom rental costs, on average, $2,700 per
month.

The LAPD: The third largest police force in the U.S.
● In 2021, the Los Angeles Police Commission approved a $1.9 billion dollar budget for the LAPD,

which amounts to a $213 million dollar increase. (Source)
● Since the year 2000, there have been almost 1,000 deaths caused by law enforcement in Los

Angeles. (Source)
● While Black people only make up 10% of L.A.’s population, they make up 24% of law

enforcement killings.
● In 2021, the city of Los Angeles was awarded around $1.3 billion under the Biden

Administration’s American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) for COVID-19 pandemic relief. Of the $680
million that was transferred to the city last year, almost half or $317 million went to the Los
Angeles Police Department (LAPD) for “payroll expenditures.” (Source)

TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, FACEBOOK CONTACT: PRESS@PEOPLESSUMMIT2022.ORG PEOPLESSUMMIT2022.ORG | 1

https://www.kcrw.com/news/shows/zocalos-connecting-california/pandemic-inequity-poverty-los-angeles
https://www.ppic.org/publication/poverty-in-california/
https://planning.lacity.org/plndoc/Staff_Reports/2021/10-14-2021/CPC_2020_1362_CPC_2021_5499.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-11-23/police-commission-backs-increase-in-lapd-budget-for-next-year
https://www.latimes.com/projects/los-angeles-police-killings-database/
https://www.lataco.com/covid-relief-fund-paid-lapd/
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How does local and federal policy protect the environment of the “City of Flowers and Sunshine”?
● Los Angeles, which used to be one of the major oil-producing regions in the world, has no

buffers or setbacks between oil extraction and homes. Approximately 75% of active oil or gas
wells are located within 500 meters (1,640 feet) of “sensitive land uses,” such as homes, schools,
child care facilities, parks or senior residential facilities. (Source)

● The neighborhood of Wilmington is home to five oil refineries and pumps out 46,000 barrels per
day – making it the third most productive area in the U.S. Due to the impact of the oil and gas
drilling and refining, census tracts in Wilmington, which is 90% people of color, are exposed to
more pollution than 80-90% of the state of California. (Source)

● Living near active or inactive oil can cause increased damage to lung function, preterm birth risk,
and risk of cardiovascular disease. (Source, source, source)
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https://theconversation.com/los-angeles-long-troubled-history-with-urban-oil-drilling-is-nearing-an-end-after-years-of-health-concerns-175983
https://grist.org/project/accountability/wilmington-california-oil-gas-setbacks/
https://news.usc.edu/184929/urban-oil-wells-drilling-lung-health-los-angeles-usc-research/
https://news.stanford.edu/2020/06/09/living-near-oil-gas-wells-may-increase-preterm-birth-risk/
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